
Customer Profi le

The Marine Helicopter Squadron-1 (HMX-1) Nighthawks are the 
only organization responsible for direct helicopter support of the 
White House. HMX-1 is the sole helicopter transport squadron for 
the President of the United States. They stand alone in their role 
of testing and evaluating helicopter systems for the Fleet Marine 
Force. The HMX-1 Squadron also maintains a fl eet of CH-46 
(“no frills”) helicopters to provide transportation for White House 
staff, press corps and support personnel. The CH-46 helicopter 
interiors do not have the same sophistication or appointments as 
the Presidential Helicopter; however, the aesthetics, functionality 
and durability of the interior material are equally important. With 
over 700 personnel assigned, HMX-1 is the largest permanently 
formed aircraft squadron in the Marine Corps and provided the 
fi rst Presidential lift aboard a rotary wing aircraft to President 
Eisenhower in 1957.

Project Summary

Ehmke is responsible for the re-design and fabrication of the 
interior acoustic blankets used in the CH-46 Presidential Support 
Helicopter. Ehmke’s services include: 

•  Comprehensive, on-site turn-key services to dismantle the 
existing interiors

• Replacement of any missing support components
• Repainting of damaged surfaces 
•  Re-installation of interior fabric panels to meet the mission 

set forth by the United States Marine Corps

Ehmke utilizes a mobile, on-site “Reset Team” at Marine Corps 
Air Station, Quantico, Virginia to complete the fl eet of CH-46
helicopters. This team consists of skilled sewing machine 
operators, quality assurance personnel, design engineers 
and customer liaisons.

Case Study:  US. Marine Corp HMX-1 Nighthawks 
Presidential Support - CH-46 Helicopter 
Interior Reset

Customer:   Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS)
Quantico, Va., 

Services:  Re-design and Fabrication of interior 
acoustic blankets 

Commencement: June, 2009

Sales Volume to date: $500,000
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